80        MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD
Of course this is a reductio ad absurdum; never-
theless it is the argument adduced in hundreds
of workmen's clubs by leather-lunged speakers,
who find it the easiest matter in the world to take
captive the minds of their hearers by means of
this and other equally specious arguments. It
cannot be denied, either, that such contentions
possess a modicum of "reason and commonsense.
In all countries the people like to see that which
they help to support; and it is therefore a
thousand pities that the Queen cannot be brought
to see how much pleasure would be afforded to
the million were she to make it a rule to open
Parliament in person."
Until his accession the Radical papers impressed
their readers with the idea that the Heir-Apparent's
attributes were solely those of a pleasure-loving
Prince;   and at the end of 1891 there was com-
piled a " Diary " showing the social engagements
of the then Prince of Wales during that year.
The marvel was that any one individual could have
survived the physical fatigue resulting from so
resolute and determined a performance of social
duties,  undertaken in order to  prevent society
from " falling into chaos and collapse/5   Multiply
that one year by forty years, and tile result might
well   "stagger   humanity*"   Let   the  "Diary5'
speak for itself :                                          *
JANUARY
l.-Left Sandringham to shoot witji Baron Hirsch
at Wrotham Hall, Norfolk *